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CONFIDENTIAL NASSAU 1267 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EFIS BF 

SUBJ: SPINY LOBSTER: DESTRUCTION OF LOBSTER TRAPS 

1. ON AUGUST 1, ADMIRAL WAGNER, COMMANDER, COAST GUARD DISTRICT 
SEVEN, CALLED TO SAY THAT HE HAD RECEIVED WORD THAT BAHAMIAN 
MARINE PATROL WAS GATHERING UP AND/OR DESTROYING LOBSTER 
TRAPS BELONGING TO U.S.-BASED FISHERMEN. ON CHECKING WITH 
COMMISSIONER OF POLICE THOMPSON, DCM WAS INFORMED THAT THIS 
INFORMATION WAS CORRECT BUT THAT THIS ACTION WAS BEING CON- 
DUCTED WITHIN 12 MILE LIMIT. I SO INFORMED ADMIRAL WAGNER. 

2. ON AUG. 6 THE ADMIRAL CALLED AGAIN TO SAY THAT THE FISHER- 
MEN WERE CLAIMING THAT TRAPS WERE NOW BEING DESTROYED OUTSIDE 
THE 12 MILE LIMIT. ON CHECKING AGAIN WITH COMMISSIONER THOMPSON, 
DCM WAS INFORMED THAT THIS WAS CORRECT AND THAT BAHAMIAN 
MARINE PATROL HAD DESTROYED 50 TRAPS IN VICINITY OF GINGERBREAD 
GROUND (NNW OF ANDROS). (REPORTER FROM WALL STREET JOURNAL 
WHO IS WORKING ON THE LOBSTER STORY TOLD ME THIS AFTERNOON 
THAT ADDERLEY HAD TOLD HIM THAT POLICE HAD DESTROYED 1200 
TRAPS. I SUSPECT THAT IF THIS IS AN ACCURATE FIGURE IT INCLUDES 
MANY FOUND WITHIN THE 12 MILE LIMIT.) 

3. I CALLED MINEXTAFF ADDERLEY TO URGE THAT MARINE PATROL 
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IMMINENCE OF UP-COMING NEGOTIATIONS ON THE ONE HAND AND THE 
EXTREME VOLATILITY OF THE SITUATION IN MIAMI ON THE OTHER, 

THIS WOULD SUGGEST THAT DISCRETIONARY POWER TO TERMINATE 
DESTRUCTION OF TRAPS SHOULD BE EXERCISED BY GCOB. 

4. ADDERLEY CATEGORICALLY REFUSED. HE NOTED THAT GCOB "HAD 
NO PROBLEM WITH FISHERMEN WHO HAD REMOVED THEIR TRAPS BUT DID 
WITH FISHERMEN WHO LEFT TRAPS ON THE BANKS." ADDERLEY ARGUED 
THAT TO LEAVE TRAPS WOULD BE TO ACCEPT DE FACTO MORATORIUM 
WHICH GCOB NOT PREPARED TO DO. HE WOULD NOT BE DISSUADED. 

5. I HAVE COMMUNICATED FOREGOING TO ADMIRAL WAGNER AND SUGGESTED 
THAT HE ASCERTAIN HOW MANY TRAPS REMAIN ON THE BANKS. IF 
NUMBERS ARE SIGNIFICANT, THEN CONTINUED GCOB DESTRUCTION COULD 
WELL IGNITE THE ALREADY VOLATILE SITUATION. (INDEED, WHEN 
CONFIRMED WORD OF CURRENT DESTRUCTION GETS TO FISHERMEN, 

THIS MIGHT BE THE LAST STRAW, DESPITE THE FACT THAT FISHERMEN 
RECEIVED AMPLE WARNING THAT FISHING ON THE BANKS WOULD BE 
ILLEGAL AS OF AUGUST 1). IF WE DO DETERMINE THAT LARGE NUMBERS 
OF TRAPS REMAIN, I WOULD PROPOSE TO EXPLORE WITH ADMIRAL WAGNER 
AND WITH GCOB WHETHER AN ARRANGEMENT CAN BE REACHED TO PERMIT 
FISHERMEN TO PICK UP THESE TRAPS WITHOUT THEIR BEING HARASSED 
BY GCOB MARINE PATROL AUTHORITIES. 
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